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Charting a New Course in

Japanese Studies.
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Integration of research methods in Japanese studies
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Integration of data-driven research and

Japanese Studies
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Hiroaki Adachi

Center Director
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The Center for Integrated Japanese Studies (ClJS) was established in October
2023 to become an international hub for Japanese Studies. Japanese Studies is
an academic field that, through deepening basic research and interdisciplinary
development covering Japanese society, politics, economics, history, culture,
language and other domains, seeks to identify the universal significance of Japan’s
uniqueness and to create new value. By incorporating the following two types of
'integration’ into the methodologies of Japanese Studies pursued around the world
to date, we aim to establish a new 'Integrated Japanese Studies'.

Firstly, the integration of research methods. By merging the strengths of the
empirical approach traditionally favoured by Japanese Studies within Japan and
the theoretical construction seen in Japanese Studies research overseas, we seek to
further deepen Japanese Studies. Secondly, the integration of data-driven research

with Japanese Studies. By leveraging Al and digital archives, we will advance
the quantification of data and improve accessibility to materials, thereby driving
innovation in Japanese Studies research.

Our center is located in Sendai in the Tohoku region which has long been
considered a "periphery" in Japanese history. Precisely because of this, it is arguably
the ideal location for endeavours to grasp Japanese Studies more comprehensively
from a fresh perspective, distinct from the 'centers' of Kanto and Kansai. In a world
that grows ever more uncertain, through the activities of the CIJS, we aim to engage
in the co-creation of international value and work toward a prosperous future for
humanity. But the work of this Center has just begun. To all of our colleagues and
collaborators near and far, we sincerely appreciate your invaluable support.
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FY2023 10

HAEARFEYY—RI  Establishment of the Center for Integrated Japanese Studies (C1JS)

10 HIRBELYY—R . ZERR Bty —R.NER 8l —RAEE  Appointment of Prof. Toshiaki Yanagihara as Center Director and Prof. Hiroaki Adachi and Prof. Satoshi Katd as Vice Director

WR-ERERLI=Y MRICILAT - VURN 77— BB TIINT— DA THRI=Y MRICMBERAZR, $H- 13227 -2 a1y MRICAREFERBEI BT
Appointment of Prof. Christopher Craig as Head of the Research and International Development Unit, Prof. Satoshi Kato as Head of the Digital Archive Research Unit, and Associate

Prof. KOhei Tamura as Head of the Knowledge and Communication Unit

FY2024 3

BIAX - RBZ0RK BAZOFRK] Opening Commemorative Lecture: "The Future of Humanities and Social Sciences, The Future of Japanese Studies"

4 FRARERAEMT YT —H47 (ToUDA)HAR  Launch of the Tohoku University Digital Archive (ToUDA)

10 Htvy—RICRERBHR BV Y —REVTERMRBIRAHE Appointment of Prof. ADACHI Hiroaki as Director, and Prof. Yoshihisa Sugimoto as Vice Director

WR-ERERLI=Y MRICILAT - VURNI7—BR TIINT— DA THRI=Y MRICMBERAZR. $H- 13227 -2 31z y MRICARKXFERBRI BT
10 Appointment of Prof. Christopher Craig as Head of the Research and International Development Unit, Prof, Satoshi Kato as Head of the Digital Archive Research Unit, and Associate

Prof. Kohei Tamura as Head of the Knowledge and Communication Unit

12

TAXBZEAVE2—FYYRIVAL2024)ICTE LYY — LB FEIAAXL - 2 MEROT I VLT —h4 7 LERER] Presentation by the Center titled "Digital Archiving and
International Expansion of Japanese Cultural and Academic Resources" at the Symposium on Computers and the Humanities 2024

12 R/ RZIZTYVRY DL Current Directions in International Japanese Studies” %B# Symposium "Current Directions in International Japanese Studies” held at the University of Turin, Italy

FY2025 1 BERIFR(PEZBVW—TRKRENOICAICMND|%FE  Exhibition: "The Hopes and Dreams within Pen and Paper - Touching on the Soul of Edo Period Paintings"
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In addition to inviting leading researchers from Japan and
abroad, we collaborate closely with the Hasekura League, a
Japanese studies network comprising 30 universities across
18 countries. We deepen Japanese studies by integrating
research methods that emphasize detailed empirical findings
with those that focus on originality in theory and conceptual
understanding.
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Our center collaborates with the Tohoku University Digital
Archive, which hosts the digital information on the university’s
valuable academic resources, to promote the publication
and utilisation of these resources. By integrating data-driven
research with Japanese studies, innovation is fostered.
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Construction of a Database for Multilingual Search of Historical Materials
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STTAVEBNRF Y BB
Assistant Prof. Sebastian Nehrdich

2 FLERZFERSBHRAZESVRIVAICTILITEEN VY- DR EAH%ERN Introduction of CIJS activities by Prof. Craig at the UREX Symposium
2 FLREHABEEE2024CTNREI LY 5 —R. ILITEE’EY 5 — OB EH%ERA Introduction of C1JS activities by Prof. Kato and Prof. Craig at the UREX Symposium
3 7 b4\7#?§7‘]‘§$§WN/§RAKU: DISCORD, DYSFUNCTION, DYSTOPIAJ%¥IfT Publication of 'NARAKU: DISCORD, DYSFUNCTION, DYSTOPIA' by Prof. Craig Here we utilize natural language PI’OCESSi ng and digital humanities, with
3 FRAAHY—FK—FRHE Advisory Board Meeting ] . / ; .
20245 ERICBIH3 AN EERBE UTEE  Appointment of three Assistant Professors within the FY2024 a special focus on classical Asian languages and Buddhist texts, in order to
ABSERFEEHEIDHIY Y =V 7L ICHERE/ N\ T 8B e UTSERA Particpation in the National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU) "DH Consortium" as a Research Practice Hub Collaborating Institution begins develop databases that are easy to browse and utilize across linguistic and
4 [0 LEIBERILAMHTHE "Magic of Millets” Exhibition held in three cities in the Tohoku region temporal boundaries. By digitizing vast quantities of documents and leveraging
6 FIBMXBIVRIVLENTY - TIVT4y2dAVETKZTHE The 9th Hasekura Symposium held at the University of British Columbia, Canada tive Al (L 0 dels) tilize both tablished traditi |
5 TRHCA% 74 —542025 NS I IR B> 5 —RI- L BMATH B AXAOBEA~ A EAFON) o~ gt SR s PHERg SN A TGP el zal d=eiiieins
Lecture by Prof. Kato (Vice Director) titled "Charting a New Course in the Humanities: Initiatives of Integrated Japanese Studies” at the Tohoku University Forum 2025 in Tokyo search methods and cutting-edge semantic search capabilities. We aim to share
= - prr——— " - - - — — -
8 %Pﬂﬂﬂ)ﬁﬂn%tﬂ)mnﬁﬁﬁn?D J1Ihh %@Jﬂ(?ﬂ,ﬁﬁﬁdﬂ?ﬁ:) Launch of Collaborative Research ?I’O'JGCTS with |nternalanld external researchers (9 initial projects selelded.) Tohoku University's valuable historical materials internationally and promote
9 FAEEA)S(I—AY/\BFRRGR) BEARRAFILKZICTHE The 4th EAJS (European Association for Japanese Studies) Conference in Japan held at Tohoku University ) ]
o ERRIRSXEAIER=RMEIL DA SHAZMEIIRCE] SR FEEROERL & X ERRORH—] their use by researchers both domestically and abroad.
Exhibition: "Translating Japan’s Premodern History: new research on the Ruiju Sandaikyaku and a full translation of the Documents of Hozawa"
10 HERBORICAFNOTARTAY Iy YYIANIAT LYY —/TYRI YR TAT Ty Y~ OIS DS

Bestowment of the title of Distinguished Associate/Assistant Professor for six researchers in the CIJS —
11 2025FERFAMRIcO—Hh>77L>Y2R Japanese Studies Fellow Conference 2025 ARy Dharmaiexus et AL B

11 20256EREBASICTERAMRA BV Y —RICKB[HARERF LY S — FEBEN  Introduction of CIJS activities by Prof. Sugimoto (Vice Director) at the FY2025 Press Conference H-UANEE  EEARIRE 0@ [ .
WY HIZNAEN 1 pm_y -
13 YYRIVLIAXBEFERVAABXRPRBEBRE — RIAAFREANT VLT —H 1 T DA ERHTI Hiind =

Symposium: "Building the Foundations of Buddhist Philology through Digital Humanities: Exploring the Potential of the Tohoku University Digital Archives” . - i
12 EERIBRRENLYO/RADERE: KAV EDLBORRN D] Lecture: "The Transition from Nuclear Families to a Solo Society: Comparing Japan and Germany" EEEE: B Tin s @
12 HEARIOT I NN HT-ICHAE  Launch of two new Collaborative Research Projects : ;
1 UREX-Tohoku 7# =351 2026ICTRELYY—R. ¥ ITBRKICE StV 5 —EBBA Introduction of CIJS activities by Prof. Adachi (Center Director) and Assistant Prof. DAmico at the UREX-Tohoku Forum 2026
FY2026 1 UREX-Tohoku 7#—34 2026ICTRELY Y —RICLBHERRTF Y — FEEBA Introduction of CIJS activities by Prof. Adachi (Center Director) at the UREX-Tohoku Forum 2026
1 PRAAYY—FR—RRHF Advisory Board Meeting
SYRI VLRI REARE N SERAARELLROT VI ERETRDAREK]
Symposium: "Digitization and Comprehensive Research Potential of Tohoku University's Early Modern and Modern Japanese Economic History Materials” B TRt L
YYRIILDOREEBEOIE AT TIZBIFBHMSNLREDEN | Symposium: "Mediating Fragmented Realities in Literature & Media Ecologies of Late 20th-Century Japan" RS TR SR ) DR SN T AN Y MENNRE o Ecen
UREX174—3512026/-CHEEEI Y5 —RA'H Presentation and introduction of CIJS by Prof. Kat at UREX 1 Forum 2026 R o e PR WIS N, 125 o e T e TR
MR Y —ROBEIBARICEI2RAKRFHORILBRZ LRI AZ)%FIT Publication of Tohoku University and the Establishment of the Comprehensive University System in Japan' by Prof. Katd gt
RELVY—RIBEIFEAANT V7 XA - BB BE - 12F)4T Publication of 'Imperial Japan's Rule in Asia: Concepts and Policies' by Prof. Adachi
NILF = TV RRFICTT—Y 3y 7" Japanese Studies in Japan and Belgium"%Ff  Workshop: "Japanese Studies in Japan and Belgium" held at Ghent University, Belgium
2025 ERICERR 2. BB 2N EIERBELTEIE  Appointment of one Associate Professor and two Assistant Professors within the the FY2025
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Collaborative Research Projects Collaboration with the Japan Foundation
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ClJS promotes interdisciplinary collaborative research with researchers both within and outside the university.
By integrating research methodologies from Japan and abroad, and implementing data-driven approaches, we pioneer new academic developments.
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Christopher Craig

aAEO—7 - A—UH GEERFHERR)
Olga Kopylova
(Associate Professor, TOYO University)

2RTDBM ALK EBEDRS —BEICH T2 RBEREDERDLBRIAT
2-D Terror!: A Comparative Study of the Development of Expressive Techniques in North
American and Japanese Horror Comics

MR 27 BA SERRBAMARICET2A—N) T DRREAEENE
Ran Wai Masato Nihei The Representations and Potential of Locality in Modern and Contemporary Japanese Studies
SAIYA—k - TIvF— AR F2N 20HIRBFEAARDIE AT 1 TICH I DM SN IREDEN
Ajjana Thairungroj Ken'nosuke Motegi Mediating Fragmented Realities in Literature & Media Ecologies of Late 20th-Century Japan
F31-vay B —H FIEREPABDEE SERBARELLROT VYL ERETAR
John D'Amico Kazuho Sakai Digitization and Research on Sources in the Economic History of Japan at Tohoku University
#®RTT e ' SERFORERZ(CHIT T AR RE
Tianyuan Huang Ikuno Ochi Towards Multispecies Japanese Studies: Possibilities and Challenges
ZTFTAvE - BENRF Y ®HEK TN @ T BBRRROME LD ARMABIBMOBET V9L LAl

Sebastian Nehrdich

Ryuta Kikuya Satoshi Kato

Advanced digitization and Al analysis of Japanese Buddhist literature through data-driven
methods
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Hiroaki Adachi

Nk @
Satoshi Katd

The Long1960sHIRDERMNEMERIERFZERDT IV T F A MEEE
International expansion research and the digitalization of Tohoku University materials in The
Long 1960s

&R &2
Tsuneyuki Abe

FH RE (CEMRREKER)
Takashi Arai (Professor, Graduate School of
Arts and Letters)

SHEBEOAX-BINLRITR
A Comparative Study of Body Consciousness between Japan and Foreign Cultures

IR B F31-v3av BAPUXEDRRETIYIL- 71 VHILEE
Toshiaki Yanagihara John D’Amico Translating, Digitizing, and Publicizing Medieval Japanese Documents
B BT a5 HETROMREMRAICEY 2EBIIFAR: FSUYDEIEHBITEELT
Ikuno Ochi Yumi Ishii Interdisciplinary Research on Intergenerational Transmission of War Memories: Focusing on
Narratives and Sharing of Trauma
TN @ ®HEX HE R¥ MLAT Y ZIT—hA 7 (CBT 2EBALERIIOWTORERR

Satoshi Katd

Ryuta Kikuya Shumpei Katakura

Collaborative research on the use of Al for digital archiving in museums, libraries, and archives
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Mediating Fragmented Realities in Literature & Media Ecologies of Late 20th-Century Japan
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Principal Investigator
Assistant Professor
Assistant Prof.

Ajjana Thairungroj
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Co-Investigator

| Associate Professor
Ken'nosuke Motegi
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ClJS and the Japan Foundation (JF) signed a basic agreement on
collaboration and cooperation in June 2024. JF-CIJS-EAJS Fellowship
Program invites graduate students from European universities as fellows,
providing opportunities for research and exchange. Furthermore, in 2025,
we hosted an annual conference at Tohoku University for JF fellows from
across Japan.
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Dissemination of research outcomes relevant to societal challenges
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From April to May 2025, the exhibition "The Magic of Millets" was held in
Sendai, Karumai and Ninohe.

Highlighting "millets," a staple of Japan's traditional food culture,
we demonstrated how local traditional knowledge holds potential to
contribute to addressing international challenges such as food security
and environmental change.

BAZHROERIS E L TOIN

Initiatives as an International Hub for Japanese Studies

TEXFERBLUAT 1 T EDBRIEICOVTRET LTV S 4521960~ 2000F KD ARt %E
IO EF ERBOXATATICEVWTTREIRWVEFEREIEVWSKRKDPEDELS TR RE. BEE
SNTELDZBEN BT ERCONZ A 5. BERFBRL/N\TILH RERBERBLREEZR
TERTB[ITUT 1 IOFRENO MRISELC2EEBNBAT A TRD I L —L7—VEBREZEE
$:.2026F2 R ICIFEANDEFIREHB VT VRI D LZRELTS

This research project explores how social anxieties and disruptions—such as economic crises, political
distrust, disasters, and environmental concerns—have shaped literature and media in modern Japan.
Focusing on Japanese society from the 1960s to the 2000s, it analyzes how representations of “reality”
and “unreality” were formed, received, and reconstructed within the media of that era. By examining
shifting aspects of “reality” across key historical moments—including the era of high economic

20259 AAMRICFHE LI ERZRE LTIERERDRETH
33—0Ov/\BEMEHS (EA)S) 1\ BB HARHEERILRZIZTH
. RIERERAAARTE LYY — ARZEBRIRRZR, XEHFRBD
HEERD ARBRDEEZIT >,

In September 2025, the European Association for Japanese Studies
(EAJS)—the world’s largest international academic society specializing in
Japanese Studies—held its 4th Japan Conference at Tohoku University. The
conference was co-organized and managed by the Center for Integrated
Japanese Studies, the International Graduate Program in Japanese Studies,
and the Graduate School of Arts and Letters at Tohoku University.

growth, the bubble economy, and the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake—through interdisciplinary
methodologies, the project seeks to clarify the relationship between media and reality in ways that

are applicable beyond Japan. In February 2026, it hosted an international symposium inviting experts
from Japan and abroad.
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Advisory Board

A = Atvy—k Htvy—k
RE BB FIGNT—HATHRI= Y bR A RA
SUERRTRRL HiR hnEk @ STESERIRR] S
ZA—/NLER R Y — - BRERAS SRR AR LY ¥ — LHE K8 BAZME

T—hATRE
Vice Director, Head of
Digital Archive Research Unit
Satoshi Kato

Professor, Tohoku University Archives
Archival Science

Vice Director
Yoshihisa Sugimoto

Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Letters
Japanese Art History

Center Director
Hiroaki Adachi

Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Letters
Global History, Japanese Modern History

R &
Faculty Members
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ILAT - OYRRNT7— #& R7IT7DOXHE - X1t RREFTZE - FEHR - XLk RIVITER - XL
BREAE Luca Milasi
Associate Professor
Philology and Cultural Studies of
Japan and East Asia

Iris Haukamp Ran Wei
Associate Professor Assistant Professor
Film studies, Cultural History, East Asian Languages and Cultures
Sound Studies

Head of Research/International
Development Unit
Christopher Craig
Professor
Japanese Studies

A4 yA—k - FIv¥F— BR #3I3-y3v BH
BRBAXE - X1
Ajjana Thairungroj
Assistant Professor
Modern & Contemporary Japanese
Literature, Culture

'R AV - TYTY) BE
BASE EAF
Tianyuan Huang
Assistant Professor
Japanese History, Agnotology

F—ILN—=5 =Ry RNt %
HARBF RSB FE AT T7F
Hannah Elizabeth Dahlberg-Dodd
Assistant Professor
Japanese Linguistics, Sociolinguistics,
Media Studies

=k:N:3
John Clark D’Amico
Assistant Professor
Japanese History

WA BEKR EHE ZT7TavE - ENZRFYY B B J132=4—Y3VIAZYhR
AV R - FRyY MAKZE, LBEREKRSE HET DT XD B A S FELE 220 B v 262 )
Ryuta Kikuya Sebastian Nehrdich AfgE

Head of Knowledge and
Communication Unit
Kohei Tamura
Associate Professor,

Center for Northeast Asian Studies
Anthropology

Assistant Professor
Natural Language Processing for Classical
Asian Languages, Digital Humanities

Associate Professor
Indo-Tibetan Buddhism, Buddhist
Iconography

MEAXFLY Y —TRBT7 NI —R— R (BRZEER) 2ZNREL MRV TISAOMREL
EHNICHEZERLEHL S BFRZMAEDEFLRE LTHHE LV EBDRRZR>TVET,
The center’s external Advisory Board engages in regular dialogue with world-class researchers to enhance its institutional capacity
and activities as an international hub for Japanese studies.

Michael K. Bourdaghs
Robert S. Ingersoll Distinguished Professor of Japanese Studies,

Service Professor, Department
of East Asian Languages and

Civilizations,

University of Chicago
Modern Japanese literature, culture,
and intellectual history

Verena Blechinger-Talcott

Freie Universitaet Berlin
Japanese Politics and Political
Economy of Japan

IR
Specially Appointed Professors

Carol Gluck
George Sansom Professor of
History Emerita,
Columbia University

Specially Appointed Professors,
Center for Integrated Japanese  modern Japanese history, modern media studies, computational
Studies, Tohoku University

Modern Japanese history

Barak Kushner
Professor of East Asian History,
Faculty of Asian and Middle Studies and Japan Studies,
Eastern Studies, University of Massachusetts Institute of

Cambridge (UK) Technology

Paul Roquet
Associate Professor of Media

China, Sino-Japanese relations, media, environmental media

food history, war crimes history,
propaganda and social mobilisation
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Research Administrators
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B JA—=NILEZ R — Chie Asanuma Mikihiro Doi Korefumi Nakano
Naoyuki Ono Shigeru Akita Education Psychology Cultural Anthropology

Project Professor,
Daito Bunka University
(Professor Emeritus,
Tohoku University)

Linguistics

Designated Professor, Quardruple
Matrix Center, Institute of Laser
Engineering,

The University of Osaka
Global History Studies
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AR {82 SRR HE Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters FE IBF SERIEE KT
Tsuneyuki Abe [0 Psychology] Shumpei Katakura Specially Appointed Lecturer, Tohoku University Archives
EETEE % 0ld Chi Digital H iti
EEE 2% SRR Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters [ERREE A inese / Digital Humanities]
Toshimitsu Kagohashi [R5 Japanese Early Moder History]
WIR BUER MR A Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters $_§u e i ) 7— —yqyaz-yvy }\
Toshiaki Yanagihara [B&% Japanese History]
Dtz E ] SCERRE IR Associate Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters BH RS ) Y 17_;'7*9:( / |:1_:'\//5' - .
Kimi Akai [AA3% BAHE Japanese Literature / Japanese Theater] Asuka Sakaino é:f'% Y Tl_i tr l\t:d_AZ b l{_ty;/f%{i&iﬁs& o R N
ecia ointed Associate Professor / Senior Researc
BEH B RITITHREY - BB Associate Professor, Center for Northeast Asian Studies Azminis¥ratgs Research Management Center
Yumi Ishii [REERASE £ —7)LE A 1) — Modern and Contemporary Chinese History, Oral History] [xx{Li8EE Cultural Heritage Studies]
HWE B SCEHRAL EHIR Associate Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters
Ikuno Ochi [t ASEE Rfa% Cultural Anthropology / Folklore Studies)
EH — BAEZHRA EBE Associate Professor, Graduate School of Economics and Management gﬁ?ﬁ}ﬁ
Kazuho Sakai [BAEFE Japanese Economic History] X TS (ZR%E] [T ————
EBR % ﬁﬁ?ﬂ?‘iﬂ AR Associate. Professlor, Graduate School of Economics and Management Kiyonori Nagasaki —REEEAA S BREMEN TERES
Ayumu Sugawara [/B—/ULEER Global Business History] (Visiting Professor) Keio University, Faculty of Letters, Professor
CFE BA SRR #EE Associate Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters IrEsr\patlonal Institute for Digital Ilumanmes, Senior fellow
Masato Nihei [BAERE Modern Japanese Literature] [7_"_/9“’51_”7—74 —A {L\ﬂﬁ?‘
N R3PS Acsocae Frofesor Graduale Schoolof Ars Lt Digital Humanities, Buddhist Studies]
FHRA ssociate Professor, Graduate School of Arts & Letters - - —
Ken'nosuke Motegi [R&uibs BARBAIILE Studies of Culture and Representation / Modern Japanese B DRE [HAHE] Postdoctoral Research Associate, NSF Center for Braiding
Cultural History] Saori Ogura Indigenous Knowledges and Science at University of
(Visiting Assistant Professor) ~ Massachusetts, Amherst
i RIE BHFEMAR B Associate Professor, Graduate School of Economics and Management UEHmOMA BEORSFRE
Takenobu Yuki [BAERIESE Japanese Economic and Business History] Transmission of Ancestral Knowledge, Food Security]
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Center for Integrated Japanese Studies

TOHOKU UNIVERSITY

T 980-8576
EREWETEERIAN27 &1 S
Aoba-ku, Kawauchi 27-1
980-8576 Sendai, Japan

Cijs-ura@grp.tohoku.ac.jp

https://cijs.oii.tohoku.ac.jp/
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